Pannus resection through the tilting disc prosthesis: successful treatment preserving the prosthesis.
A 59-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital because of heart failure. In 1988, she underwent aortic valve replacement with an Omnicarbon valve and mitral valve replacement with a bioprosthetic valve. She was doing well until July in 1996 when she developed heart failure. Echocardiography revealed massive mitral valve regurgitation, and cinefluoroscopy showed implanted Omnicarbon valve dysfunction with a leaflet opening angle of 35 degrees. At reoperation, it was revealed that pannus formation prevented the valve from functioning well. The pannus was resected through the major orifice, and the leaflet was rotated toward the right anterolateral orientation. The worn bioprosthetic valve was replaced with a mechanical one. Postoperative cinefluoroscopy of the rotated Ominicarbon valve showed the opening angle to be 61 degrees.